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We strongly suggest that you shoot your film at thi s ratio to avoid transferring
your film from 4:3 (full screen) to 16:9 (widescree  n) in post-production in the
event that you are short listed.  This process can be difficult and it's best to avoid it
if possible!

Please be aware that not all digital cameras (particularly older cameras) have the
option to shoot 16:9 (widescreen), so if you are planning on shooting at this ratio (and

we recommend that you do!), make sure you check your camera’s features well
before shooting.

It is important to remember that, when shooting you r film 16:9, your image is
no longer square — it's rectangular.

There is extra space within your frame to consider when filming. Landscapes are far
more powerful when shot at 16:9 rather than 4:3. This is also the case for low angle
shots as you have more room to create layers within the composition of your frame
i.e. foreground, midground and background.
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Shooting at 16:9 also gives you the option to shoot two shots in one for example, two
people sharing a conversation. Rather than cutting back and forth between two
separate shots of each person, 16:9 gives you that extra space within the frame to
capture both people in one shot which can save you time in editing.

There are a number of ways to visually enhance your film at 16:9 so be sure to
experiment with your camera to see what works and what doesn’t before your shoot!
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If you shoot your film at 4:3 (full screen), youwi Il need to convert it to 16:9
(wide screen) if you are short listed.

We strongly recommend that you convert your film to 16:9 and submit it to us
at this ratio at the time of entry (on DVD). Short listed filmmakers will only have
two days to supply us with the additional material we require from the time of
notification, so it's better to be prepared beforehand to avoid possible complications
which could hinder your chances as a potential finalist!

Converting your short film from 4:3 to 16:9 is called “aspect ration conversion” and
this is typically done in editing software on your computer. There are two ways in
which you can convert your film:

Method 1:
The picture is simply transferred from 4:3 to 16:9 leaving black bars on both sides
of the image (this method is known as Pillar box ).

Method 2:
The picture is enlarged to fit horizontally on the screen. Note that this method
means that the top and bottom of your picture is cropped to fit the 16:9 ratio.
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It really depends on your short film as to which method you choose. If you choose to
use Method 1, your image is not cropped, but simply placed in the centre of the 16:9
frame. The downside of using this method is that your image will appear fairly small

within frame.

Method 2 stretches your image horizontally and crops the top and bottom of your
image to fit the rectangle shape of the 16:9 frame. If you are shooting your film at 4:3
and plan on using Method 2 to convert your short film, you can organise your shots
so you do not capture anything of extreme importance within the top and bottom
portion of your frame (this is known as ‘protecting’ the shot). That way, when you
convert your short film from 4:3 to 16:9, you aren’t losing information integral to your
story, or disrupting a particular shot (i.e. cutting off an actor’s head!).
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If you are short listed you will be required to submit a Digi Beta master of your film to
us no later than Thursday 22 January 2009.

If you have any questions about shooting or converting your film to 16:9
(widescreen), please email mail@tropfest.com.au or call us on +61 2 9368 0434.




